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encounters with

FIRST RESPONDERS

As parents, caregivers, and advocates for children
with developmental delays, it is crucial to be well-
prepared for various situations that may arise in
children's lives. One such scenario that requires
special attention is interaction with first responders.
Whether it be a medical emergency, accident, crime,
or any unforeseen event, understanding how to

effectively communicate your child's unique needs
to first responders is paramount.

Preparing for interactions with first responders is crucial for the safety and well-being of
children with developmental delays. Here are some resources and strategies to assist you:

1. Create a Personal Information Sheet 3. Community Outreach Programs
Develop a concise document detailing your  Engage with local law enforcement and
child's medical history, communication emergency services to inform them about your
preferences, sensory sensitivities, child's specific requirements. Many
and any behavioral considerations. Share communities offer programs where first
this with first responders during responders receive training to interact
emergencies. effectively with individuals with developmental

delays.

2. Emergency Ildentification Tools
Equip your child with identification that 4. Educational Resources

highlights their developmental needs. Utilize materials designed to prepare children

Consider medical ID bracelets or cards that  for emergencies. Social stories, visual aids, and

provide essential information to first role-playing can help your child understand

responders. what to expect during interactions with first
responders.
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